CHAP. IX
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people; but the Frangipanis, the Peter Leonis, and
many of the nobles, remained aloof in sullen silence,
and kept within their impregnable fortress palaces. But
the Pope had a more powerful ally. Never did the
climate of Borne so fearfully humiliate the pride of the
Emperor, or work with such awful force for the libera-
tion of Italy.h No wonder that the visible Pestilenc
hand of God was seen in the epidemic which
broke out in the German army. It seemed, as has been
said, commissioned with especial violence against those
rebellious churchmen who had taken part and stood in
arms against the lawful Pope. The Archbishop Elect of
Cologne, the Bishops of Prague, Liege, Spires, Ratisbon,
Verdun, Augsburg, Zeitz, were among its first victims.
With them perished Duke Frederick of Swabia, the
young Duke Guelf, in whom expired the line of'the
Estensian Guelfs. The pestilence was no less terrific
from its rapidity than from its intensity. Men were
in perfect health in the morning, dead before the
evening: it was hardly possible to perform the rites of
decent burial. The Emperor broke up his camp in the
utmost haste, retreated, not without hostile re- gatreatof
sistance in the pass of Pontremoli, by Lucca 8ept.4,n67.
and Pisa to Pavia. Of nobles, bishops, knights, and
squires, not reckoning the common soldiers, he had lost
2000 by the plague and during his retreat. Nor was
this the worst: all Lombardy was in arms. A league
had been formed to throw off his tyrannical yoke by
Venice, Verona and all her dependencies, Vicenza,
Padua, Treviso, Ferrara, Brescia, Bergamo, Cremona,

h Here perhaps may once more be
cited Peter Damiani's Hues, almost
equally appropriate on every German
invasion :

* Roxna vorax honinxun, donat ardua colla

virorum,
Xtoma ferax febrium, nods eat nberrim*

Romajow febrea staWU sunt Jure fidelea,1*
-C.lxiiL